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Introduction and Background

Over the past nine years, Healthy Hall has guided two community
assessment projects. The first in 1998 resulted in findings that were
shared among the community, used by many non-profits in grant
applications, and used by The Medical Center Foundation in selecting
its projects for the Healthy Journey Campaign. Information from the
assessment also provided the impetus for the Hall County Medical
Society’s Health Access Initiative, a project designed to help
uninsured adults with no other resources get the medical care they
need. United Way’s 2-1-1, the service that connects individuals and
families in need to the appropriate community resources, was also
formed after findings from the Healthy Hall assessment supported
the need for such a service.

For the third time in 10 years, Healthy Hall in 2007 completed an
examination of Hall County. Like a physician conducting a physical,
Healthy Hall evaluates the health of our community, probing
attitudes, measuring vital signs, and comparing findings to expected
norms and historical data.

Unlike a medical exam where the results are confidential, however,
Healthy Hall’s intent is to share findings and observations as far and
wide as possible. This report is a community tool, designed to
provide any citizen or community organization with valuable
information that can be used to plan, implement and help produce a
healthier more vibrant community. Any civic-minded organizations,
community advocates, health agencies or others are invited to use
this data for their own work and planning.
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Who is Healthy Hall?

Healthy Hall is an organization of community volunteers and leaders who

are concerned about improving health and quality of life in Hall County.
Members of the Healthy Hall Steering Committee are:

Olivia Erbele, RN, Chairperson, Georgia Department of Human Resources,

Division of Public Health

Carol Williams, Vice-Chairperson, United Way of Hall County
Christy Moore, Staff Support, Northeast Georgia Medical Center
Bill Andrew, City of Flowery Branch

Lynda Askew, Retired

Stacy Benton, Hall County School System

Betsy Cantrell, Gainesville State College

André Cheek, Gainesville State College

Cheryl Christian, Good News Clinics

Carolina Darbisi, Georgia Campaign for Adolescent Pregnhancy Prevention
Mike Freeman, Retired

Pat Freeman, Legacy Link

John Gram, Whelchel, Dunlap, Jarrard & Walker

Sheila Griffin, Foothills Area Health Education Centers

Betty Guilfoile, Avita Community Partners

Sheri Hooper, Interactive Neighborhood for Kids

Lana Fuentes-Krummen, Catholic Social Services

Karen Long, Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce

Phillippa Lewis Moss, Community Service Center

Dr. Mary Parks, Hall County Commission for Children and Families
Deborah Paulk, Division of Family And Children Services

Rena Pendley, American Cancer Society

Angel Randolph, North Georgia AIDS Alliance

Connie Stephens, Court Appointed Special Advocates

Janice Ward, North Georgia Community Foundation

Dr. David Westfall, District Il Public Health
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Areas of Study

The assessment is organized into four major areas of inquiry—
health, safety and security, connections to the community, and
confidence in the future. Here are brief explanations of what these
categories represent:
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Health

Safety ¢ Security

Connections to
Community

Confidence
In The Future

Health

Without good physical health, no person or group
can be truly healthy. To evaluate health in Hall county,
the Healthy Hall effort measures access to care,
personal health practices, and attitudes that
contribute to healthy lifestyles.

Safety & Security

A sense of living at-risk undermines the health of an
individual, a family, a neighborhood, and a community.
The Healthy Hall study seeks to measure citizens’
attitudes toward risk and fear, as well as their levels
of confidence in the institutions that protect them.

Connections to the Community

The definition of community implies that people live
together, get along, and help one another. The more
a community is connected by living, working, and
serving together, the more edifying and healthy it will
be. The Healthy Hall assessment seeks to measure
the extent to which Hall Countians connect, as well
as some of the attitudes that keep people apart.

Confidence in the Future

An essential element of a healthy community is
optimism and confidence that says whatever has taken
place in the past, the future will be better. A hopeful
attitude is healthier than a pessimistic one. The
Healthy Hall study attempts to measure feelings of
hope and confidence within the community.
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