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Introduction

What are the ingredients of a healthy community?  Specifically, what are the factors that can be used to measure the health of Hall County, Georgia?  

With its diversity of people and places, the health of a community must be evaluated using a broad course of study, measurement and observation.  This has been the task and responsibility of the Healthy Hall Steering Committee—to assess the health of Hall County as broadly and as comprehensively as possible.  Why?  To better understand the health of our community and what can be done to make it better.

Healthy Hall first completed a community health assessment in 1998.  In this 2003 assessment, Healthy Hall not only seeks to measures improvement in certain health indicators, and also provides new information and insight into the health of our community.  It is the desire of Healthy Hall’s leadership to provide useful information that can be used by civic-minded organizations, community advocates, health agencies and others to have a positive impact on Hall County.

For 2003 Healthy Hall has joined forces with the Hall County Commission for Children and Families to ensure its assessment best meets the community’s need for data and information.  Working together, these two organizations have endeavored to make this report comprehensive, useful and meaningful to a large number of potential users.

The goals for the 2003 Healthy Hall community needs assessment are to:

· Provide authoritative, comprehensive information on community practices, needs and attitudes that define social capital and influence health and quality of life.

· Measure changes in health status and key health practices from the 1998 study.

· Involve a broad cross-section of community interests in the development of the assessment.

· Organize reporting of community health data geographically and by school district to support the ability to facilitate improved planning and implementation of school and neighborhood initiatives.

· Provide a central source of community health information, such as a website, that also provides links to related state and national health data.

· Support the ability to evaluate data by race or cultural group, as well as by key demographic factors such as age, income and education.

The following research methods were used in the completion of this assessment:

· A comprehensive telephone survey of 500 randomly selected homes in Hall County.  Efforts were made to ensure the polling provided samples based on the demographic profile of Hall County.

· Focus groups conducted among a cross-section of Hall County groups, including youth, senior adults, South Hall Countians and major ethnic groups.

· A written survey of youth behaviors and attitudes toward alcohol and drug use administered by Hall County Schools.

The Healthy Hall Steering Committee has organized its evaluation around four major areas of inquiry—health, safety and security, connections to the community and confidence in the future.  Here are brief explanations of what these categories represent:


Health

Without good physical health, no person or group can be truly healthy.  To evaluate health in Hall County, the Healthy Hall effort measures access to care, personal health practices and attitudes that contribute to healthy lifestyles.

Safety & Security

A sense of living at risk undermines the health of an individual, a family, a neighborhood and a community.  The Healthy Hall study seeks to measure citizens’ attitudes toward risk and fear, as well as their levels of confidence in the institutions that protect them. 

Connections To The Community

The very definition of community implies that people live together, get along and help one another.  The more a community is connected by living, working, serving and fellowshipping together, the more edifying and healthy it will be.  The Healthy Hall assessment seeks to measure the extent to which Hall Countians connect to one another, as well as some of the attitudes that keep people apart.

Confidence In The Future

An essential element of a healthy community is a confidence that, whatever has taken place in the past, the future will be better.  A hopeful attitude is healthier than a pessimistic one.  The Healthy Hall study attempts to measure feelings of hope and optimism within the community.

Overview of the Healthy Hall Community Partnership

Healthy Hall is an organization of community volunteers and leaders who are concerned about improving health and quality of life in Hall County.  

Members of the Healthy Hall Steering Committee are:

Lynda Askew, United Way of Hall County, Chairman

Dr. Lolita Aiken, African American Community

Bill Andrew, Hall County Government

Cathy Drerup, Challenged Child

Janet Early, Hall County Commission for Children & Families

Olivia Erbele, Georgia Dept. of Human Resources, Division of Public Health

Lana Krummen, Catholic Social Services, Inc.

John Gram, Whelchel & Dunlap

Sheila Griffin, Foothills AHEC

Phillippa Lewis Moss, Community Service Center

Barbara Jean Newton, South Hall Community

Dr. Mary Parks, Hall County School System

Deborah Paulk, Hall County DFCS

Jesus Sanchez, First Hispanic Baptist

Dorothy Shinafelt, Lanier Technical Institute

Bryan Shuler, Gainesville City

LeTrell Simpson, Northeast Georgia Health System, Inc.

Donald Slakie, District II Public Health

Dr. Melody Stancil, District II Public Health

Connie Stephens, CASA

Janice Ward, North Georgia Community Foundation

Shirley Whitaker, Gainesville City Schools

Audrey White, Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce

Christy Moore, Northeast Georgia Health System, Inc., Staff Support
Notes On Secondary Research

In an effort to provide context to the Healthy Hall community assessment, this report provides data and information from secondary sources.  This secondary data is reported so that the results of the 2003 research can be compared not only with previous Healthy Hall research, but also with state, regional and national data.

Here is an overview of major secondary data sources cited in this report:

US Census Bureau

Except where shown, data is from the 2000 census data release.

Centers for Disease Control

Lead federal agency responsible for protecting health and safety maintains and reports data on illness and risky behavior.

National Center For Health Statistics

The nation’s central agency for collecting and reporting health information.  The NCHS annually conducts the National Health Interview Survey, a survey of 36,000 households.

Georgia Department of Human Resources

A state agency responsible for administrating health and human services across Georgia.

Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation

An independent foundation that focuses American health needs and health issues.

Hall County Community Survey Results

This section of the Healthy Hall report contains the results of a telephone survey of 501 residents of Hall County.  This study, professionally administered by Stiles Healthcare Strategy, Inc., obtained information related to the four areas of emphasis using a detailed, 22-minute survey.

The survey was completed from randomly dialed calls from a list of Hall County residential telephone numbers.  Completion of the 501 interviews required four weeks, 16,802 telephone calls and 5,496 conversations.  Spanish-speaking interviewers were used throughout the survey process to ensure adequate representation from Hall County’s Latino population.

The total of 501 completed interviews produces a confidence level of 95% with a margin of error of plus/minus 4.37%.  This is a very high level of confidence for such a survey and exceeds the target of plus/minus 5% established prior to the survey.

Who Responded To This Survey?


A random survey tends to produce participation that is representative of the targeted population, but not necessarily a mirror profile.  Random calling produced a survey sample that is broad and representative across major demographic groups.  Participation in the study was as follows:

Gender

Female

61.9%

Male


38.1%

Marital Status

Married

60.9%

Widowed(er)

  9.8%

Separated/Divorced
15.2%

Living Together
  3.2%

Single/Never Married
  7.6%

Other


  2.8%

Race/Ethnic Background

White 


70.5%

Latino


20.4%

Black


  6.8%

Other


  2.4%


Age

18 to 30

16.6%

31 to 40

17.4%

41 to 50

20.0%

51 to 60

19.6%

61 to 70

11.8%

Over 70

13.8%

Household Income

Under $15,000
13.6%

$15,000 to $25,000
15.6%

$25,000 to $40,000
15.6%

$40,000 to $60,000
18.4%

$60,000 to $75,000
  9.2%

$75,000 to $90,000
  5.6%

Over $90,000

  9.4%

Education Level

Did Not Finish H.S.
17.4%

High School Only
25.9%

Vocational School
  8.6%

Some College

17.4%

Associates Degree
  6.0%

Bachelor’s Degree
13.8%

Graduate Degree
  9.4%

Length of Residence In Hall Co.

Under 2 Years

  6.2%

2 to 5 Years

14.2%

6 to 10 Years

12.2%

11 to 20 Years

17.2%

Over 20 Years

50.1%


Area Of Residence In Hall County

Gainesville

18.1%

NW Gainesville
20.0%

Westside

  9.2%

SE Gainesville

16.6%

North Hall/Clermont
  4.2%

Lula/Gillsville

  6.6%

Oakwood

  4.8%

Flowery Branch
15.8%

The higher percentage of women participating in the survey is not unusual.  Women tend to be more cooperative in such surveys than men, but also tend to know more about issues related to their family’s health.

The study group is somewhat older than Hall County, which has an average age of 32, but the distribution of results by age is quite wide and allows for useful analysis of results by age group.  There is also wide distribution across income ranges, educational levels and geographic areas of the county.  

Participation by race mirrors the population of the county almost precisely.  Among White and Black respondents, participation is widely distributed across age categories, with the majority of participants reporting they are over age 40.  Among Latino respondents the age distribution is very different—the majority of participants are under age 50.

Thirty-seven percent of those participating in the survey have school age children in the home.  These were the only ones queried about child health and some school issues.  Parents were asked which school their children attend, which does allow for some analysis of data by school district.
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There are many ways to measure health within a community, including measures of personal health habits, access to care and occurrence of disease. In talking with the citizens of Hall County, the Healthy Hall community assessment attempted to measure many of these important indicators.

The study began with a personal assessment of health status, and then followed with questions about use of medical providers, and support for healthy practices such as age appropriate screenings and exercise.

Summary Of Key Findings In This Section:

· Hall Countians view themselves as healthy.  Compared to Southerners overall, fewer Hall Countians feel their health is only fair or poor.
· Access to physician care may be improving since the 1998 Healthy Hall study.  94% report seeing a doctor in the past three years.  82% report having a doctor they see regularly. 
· Where there is trouble accessing health care, lack of insurance and/or money are the primary reasons.   Over a tenth of Hall Countians studied (11%) report having no insurance. Latinos and those with lesser educations are far more likely to fall into this category.
· Latinos and Blacks continue to have more difficulty with access to health care than Whites in Hall County, though the gap has narrowed some since 1998.
· 90% of children under 18 have seen a doctor in the past year.  However, only 68% of children have seen a dentist in the last 12 months.  
· There are significant improvements since 1998 for some health indicators among Latino women.  For example, 64% of the Latino women report performing a breast self-exam, compared to just 20% in 1998.  Further, 41% of Latino women over 40 report never having a mammogram, compared with 72% in 1998.
· Use of tobacco seems to be declining.  23% report using tobacco on a regular basis now, compared with almost one-third five years ago.  There are indications smoking is declining even more among Hall County adults under 30.


How would you rate your general state of health?

As a rule, Hall Countians consider themselves to be fairly healthy. In fact, almost 7 out of 10 rate their health as an 8, 9 or 10 on a 10-point scale (with 10 meaning excellent).  One in five (21%) said their health was excellent with, as might be expected, younger participants leading the way--30% of those 18 to 30 said their health was excellent, compared to only 7% of those aged 61 to 70.  


[image: image2.wmf]Self-Assessment of Health Status

42%

39%

12%

5%

3%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Excellent (9/10)

Very Good (7/8)

Good (5/6)

Fair (3/4)

Poor (1/2)


There also appears to be a relationship between education and personal assessments of health.  Those with college or graduate degrees are more likely to rate their personal health at the highest levels. One third (34%) of those with graduate degrees and 27.5% of those with college degrees rate their health as excellent, while 15% of those who did not finish high school and 19% of high school graduates rate their health at the highest level.  

Not surprisingly those who report that their weight is about right are more than twice as likely to rate their health highly than those who report being slightly overweight. However, cigarette smokers report their health quality being about the same as non-smokers (with mean of 7.32 for smokers and 7.96 for non-smokers). 

In general, whites rate their health more highly than blacks, but Hispanics in Hall County rate their health the highest of all—a median of 8 on the 10 point scale--compared to 7.87 for whites and 6.64 for blacks.

There is a definite relationship between being active and feeling healthy.  Those who say they are active in the community are more likely to report better health, 8.32 on a 10-point scale versus 7.61 for those who say they are not active in the community.  Those who are employed rate their health more highly (a median of 8.27) than those who are not employed (6.98).  Of course some of these responding are unemployed for health and age reasons. 

The highest levels of health are reported by those who earn the highest incomes.  Those in the study who earn more than $90,000 per year have a mean score 8.89 versus 6.71 for those who earn below $25,000 per year.  
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Q.
How long has it been since you last visited a doctor? 

Based on the survey results, it appears most Hall Countians can obtain access to a doctor when they want to go.  Of all respondents, 83.6% said they had seen a doctor within the past year.  An additional 10% reported seeing a doctor within the past 3 years.  Of course, simple access to a doctor does not mean all Hall Countians access care in the best way.  As can be seen below, 12% of respondents said they would go to an emergency department if they needed care.  

Only among those who have never married is doctor use significantly lower.  Sixteen percent of those who have never been married have not seen a doctor in the last 5 years. 

There are some differences in physician access based on race.  Among whites, 87% report seeing a doctor in the past year.  By comparison, 76.5% of Blacks and 72.5% of Hispanics reported the same.

Q.
If you needed health care this week for any reason, are you confident 

you could get the care you need?

When asked if they were confident they could get care should they need a doctor for any reason this week, 91% said yes. Only 7% said no.  Those most likely to report a lack of confidence getting the care are younger--under age 40--and those reporting less than a high school education.  Further, 12% of Blacks and 14% of Latinos expressed doubt about getting care versus 4.5% of white respondents. 

Where Hall Countians do worry about lack of access to care, insurance and money are the primary reasons, followed by concerns about wait times:

Are You Concerned About Getting Access To Needed Health Care Because Of . . .?

Lack of Insurance



13.6%  (Percent Saying Yes)

Lack of Money



13.6%

Too Long Wait To See A Doctor

13.4%

Difficulties With Language


  7.8%

Lack of Trust In Doctors/Hospitals
  
  5.0%

Unsure of Where To Go


  4.6%

Transportation



  3.8%

Latinos and those who are younger, less educated and lower income are more likely to express concern about access to care due to economic reasons.  Predictably, those who expressed concerns about language are overwhelmingly Latino. 

Q.
How long has it been since your last visit to a dentist?

Six of ten Hall Countians (61%) report seeing a dentist within the past year. An additional 19% report seeing a dentist in the past one to three years. Those most likely to report not seeing a dentist in the past five years are those with high school educations or less, those over age 70 and those who report their state of health as either being fair or poor. 

There are differences in the races here:  65% of whites report seeing a dentist within the past year, compared to 51% of Latinos and 44% of blacks. 

When asked if they are confident they could see a dentist this week if necessary for any reason, 81% of Hall Countians said they could get the needed care.  However, almost one in five (19%) expressed either a lack of confidence or said they did not know.  

Most who are unsure about getting dental care are those under age 30, those who are separated or divorced, those who have lived in Hall County less than 5 years and those with lower educational levels and incomes.  

Q.
How are most of your personal health care expenses paid?

Over half of those surveyed (54%) report that their health insurance is provided through an employer.  An additional 9% report purchasing health insurance personally. One-quarter of those in the survey report being covered by Medicare, Medicaid or some type of government insurance program.  Just over one in ten (11%) report having no insurance at all.  

Those most likely to be uninsured are Latino (33%).  Similar percentages of Blacks and Whites are uninsured—5.9% of each group.
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These numbers represent minimal change from the 1998 Healthy Hall study, when 12.1% reported no health insurance.  

Those least likely to be covered by health insurance are young--29% of those aged 18-30 report having no health insurance.  By the time Hall Countians reach the next age cohort (31-40), their access to health insurance mirrors the county overall.  Among those 31-40, only 11.5% report having no health coverage.  

Newcomers to Hall County, a group that includes a significant number of immigrants, are more likely to report not having health insurance.  For example, 26.5% of those who have lived in Hall County for less than 5 years, and 19.7% of those who have lived in Hall County from five years to 10 years, have no health insurance. Similarly, 33% of Latinos in the study have no insurance.  

Among Blacks & Whites, the percentage reporting no insurance is the same—5.9%.  The areas of the county where the greatest concentration of those without insurance live are Gainesville and Flowery Branch.

Three-fourths (75.5%) of those over age 70 report having Medicare supplemental insurance. 

Q.
If you needed health care this week which of the following would you most likely do to find care? 

Consistent with the county’s relatively easy access to doctors, 72.5% of those in the study said they would go to a doctor in private practice if they needed health care this week. By comparison, 12% (about the same percentage as those uninsured) said they would go to the hospital emergency department.  An additional 7% said they would go to a doctor at a walk-in medical clinic. Only 3% of those in the study said they would go to the health department or a free clinic.


Where Would Hall County Go For Health Care?

Doctor In Private Practice


72.5% 

Doctor At Hospital Emergency Room
11.6%

Doctor At Walk-In Medical Clinic

  7.4%

Doctor At A Free Clinic


  2.0%

Doctor At Health Department

  1.0%

Hispanics are more than three times more likely to go to the emergency department for care than their white neighbors in Hall County; 23.5% compared with 8%.  Among Black respondents, 15% said they would go to the emergency department. 

Low income and related lack of insurance encourage use of the emergency department. Twenty-one percent earning less than $15,000 a year said they would go to emergency. In addition, 23% of those earning $15,000 to $25,000 per year also said they would use the emergency department as opposed to a private doctor. 

Q.
Do you have a doctor that you see regularly that you consider to be your primary doctor?

More than 8 of 10 Hall Countians report having a personal doctor (82%). Those most likely to report not having a primary doctor match those who do not have insurance.  They are Latino (47%), the young (42%), those who have lived in Hall County for less than 5 years (37%), and those who report less than a high school education (33%).

Thirty-nine percent (39%) of those in the study said they are aware a doctor can be seen at the Good-News Health Center.  Further, 11% reported they have used services there at some time in the past.  Awareness seems to be highest among long-time county residents and those aged 61-70, indicating the Good News Clinic may be an important service to those who are older, but not yet covered by Medicare.  Awareness of Good News is somewhat lower among Latinos (34%) and highest among Blacks (47%).

Only 23% of those in the study said they were aware they could see a doctor at Med-Link Gainesville.  Awareness of the service seems to be highest among those in the African-American community (52%).  Fifteen percent of those in the study reported using medical services at Med-Link Gainesville.  

Far more Hall Countians are aware that they can see a doctor at the Hall County Health Department (56%), and 32.5% have used the service there.   Awareness of the Health Department as a resource for doctor care is highest among Blacks (62%) and Whites (59%) and somewhat lower among Latinos (44%).  However, Latinos are twice as likely to have seen a doctor at the Health Department--51% say they have seen a doctor there, compared to 29.5% of Whites and 24% of Blacks.

CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE

Of the 501 participating in the survey, 37%, report having children under the age of 18 living in their home.  Those with children were asked questions to help measure their access and experiences with the health care system.

Q.
Has your child/children been to a doctor or health care provider in the

last year?

Ninety percent of those in the survey with children report that their children did see a health care provider within the past year.  Of the small number who reported otherwise, 57% of them are Hispanic. Overall, 13% of Hispanics in the survey said that their children did not get access to a doctor in the last year, compared with 7.5% overall.  

Q.
Are you aware of a state sponsored insurance program for children called PeachCare? 

A large majority of those responding, 77% said they are aware of PeachCare, and 15% report the program covers their children.  Men are much less familiar with this program than women—29% of men, compared to only 15% of women, said they were not aware of PeachCare.

Q.
If your child needed health care this week which of the following would you most likely do to find care?


While 90% of adults said they would go to a doctor, a slightly lower percentage, 81%, said they would take their child to a private doctor should they need care this week. Only 5% said they would go to the hospital emergency department.  Eight percent said they would go to a walk-in medical clinic, health department or a free clinic such as the Good-News Clinic.  As with the adult responses, Latinos are more likely to respond with the hospital emergency department when asked where they would take their children for care. 

Where Would You Take Your Child If He/She Needed Care?

Doctor In Private Practice


81.3% 

Doctor At Hospital Emergency Room
  5.3%

Doctor At Walk-In Medical Clinic

  5.3%

Doctor At Health Department

  1.6% 

Doctor At A Free Clinic


  1.1%

A slightly higher percentage of children than adults (88% to 82%) have a regular doctor that parents consider to be their primary doctor.  Of the 10% who report not having a regular doctor for their children, the majority is Hispanic and half have been in Hall County for less than 5 years. 

Q.
Have you ever had difficulty getting health care for your child/children

because of…? 

Almost one in five respondents with children (18%) in the survey reported having difficulty getting health care for their children at some point in time due to economic factors--10% reported difficulty due to lack of insurance while an additional 9% reported difficulty due to a lack of money.  Issues of language and lack of trust, often indicators or cultural barriers, are far less important in children’s health care than with adults.


Percent Of Parents Reporting Difficulty Getting Health Care For Children Because Of . . .

Lack of Insurance



9.6%  (Percent Citing This Reason)

Lack of Money



8.6%

Too Long Wait To See A Doctor

5.3%

Unsure of Where To Go


2.7%

Difficulties With Language


2.1%

Lack of Trust In Doctors/Hospitals
  
1.6%

Q.
Has your child/children been to a dentist in the last year? 

Most (68%) report that their children did see a dentist in the past year. However, almost 30% (29%) answered “no” to this question. Those most likely to report that their children did not see a dentist follow the typical access-to-care pattern.  They are the less educated and lower income respondents, and those who have been in Hall County for less than 5 years. 

When asked why their children did not go to the dentist, the largest percentage (33%) reported that the child did not need to go. However, 16% said their child did not go to the dentist because they lacked either insurance or money for the service. 

PERSONAL HEALTH 


Q.
Do you consider yourself to be slightly overweight, very overweight, slightly underweight, very underweight or about the right weight?

Just under half of Hall Countians in the study (46%) consider themselves to be just about the right weight.  This compares with 39% who consider themselves to be slightly overweight and 9% who say they are very overweight. By contrast, only 4% consider themselves to be slightly underweight and only 1% very underweight. 

Women are somewhat more likely than men to view themselves as overweight (12% for women versus 4% for men).  Those aged 41-60 are more likely to see themselves as slightly overweight or very overweight.

Of those who say they are overweight, 39% also use tobacco.

Q.
Do you know what your cholesterol level is?

Only one-third of adults in the survey (33.5%) know their cholesterol level. Those least likely to know their cholesterol are those aged 18-30, which is not a surprise. However, 67% of those aged 41-50 do not know their cholesterol number either.  Among ethnic respondents 82% of African-Americans and 81% of Hispanics do not know their cholesterol number.

Of those who do know their cholesterol level, 71% report that it is less than 200. One in five (20%) report between 200 to 275.  Only 2% report their cholesterol level higher than 275.  Most physicians consider cholesterol above 200 to be an elevated risk for heart disease.  Cholesterol above 275 is considered to be very high risk.


Q.
How would you describe your level of physical fitness?

Just over half of Hall Countians (54.5%) see themselves as somewhat physically fit. Equal numbers (17%), see themselves as either very fit or somewhat unfit.  Those most likely to rate their level of fitness as poor are older adults, those in poor health and those with less than a high school education.  

Those most likely to report their level of fitness as excellent are, not surprisingly, aged 18 to 30.  This is, of course, the same group that is most likely to say their health is excellent, least likely to have health insurance and least likely to see a doctor.  There is no elixir like youth.

It is interesting to note that there is a link between economic status and physical fitness.  Those in the highest income levels, earning more than $90,000, are far more likely to report their level of fitness as being excellent than those in the next lowest income brackets. Among those earning more than $90,000 per year 28% report their level of fitness as excellent. By contrast, only 11% of those earning $75,000 to $90,000 per year, and 13% of those earning $60,000 to $75,000 per year, report their level of fitness as excellent. 

Similarly, those earning more than $90,000 per year are more likely to report exercising regularly, at least three times per week.  This compares with only 10% of those earning $75,000 to $90,000.  

Q. Within the last 5 years, have you used any form of complementary or alternative medicine?

Slightly less than 10% (9%) report using some form of complementary or alternative medicine. This is down substantially from Healthy Hall 1998 when almost 20% reported using such therapies. Those aged between 41 and 60 are most likely to be attracted to these therapies.  Further, those who are separated or divorced are more likely to use alternative therapies than those who are married. 

Since alternative therapies are not usually paid by health insurance, one might expect the highest earners to use them.  However, those most likely to use alternative therapies are those who earn between $60,000 and $75,000 per year, the same group that exercises the least.  It may be that alternative therapies are seen as a shortcut to better health for those who feel they lack time to exercise.


Q. 
Do you know how to perform a breast self-exam?  Do you perform a 

breast self-exam on a regular basis?

Most women in the study report knowing how to perform a breast self-exam

--94% report that they know how and 67% report that they do it regularly. Performance of the breast self-exam is fairly uniform across all sub-groups in the survey, though significant percentages of women in key age groups say they do not examine their breasts regularly.  For example, 32% of women aged 41-50 and 27% of those 51-60 say they do not perform a breast self-exam with regularity.

It is important to note that 64% of the Hispanic women report performing a breast self-exam regularly in this new study.  This is changed considerably from the 1998 study when only 20% of Hispanic women reported performing a breast self-exam on a monthly basis. 

Q.
Have you ever had a pap smear?  Have you had a pap smear in the 

past year?

A near unanimous majority--94% of all women--reported having had a pap smear, with 68% reported having had a pap smear within the past year. This is also up somewhat from the 1998 study when only 61% reported having had a pap smear within the past year. Almost half of those women in households earning less than $15,000 per year (49%) report not having had a pap smear within the past year.  

Among Hispanic women, 10% report never having had a pap smear, compared with 3% Whites and 4% of Blacks. 

Q.
Have you ever had a mammogram?  Have you had a mammogram in 

the past year?

Eight of ten women in the study (80%) report having had a mammogram at some point in their past.  This means that 20% report never having had a mammogram, which is substantially lower than the 1998 study when 35% reported never having had one.  

Those most likely to report never having a mammogram are those aged 31 to 40. Note: this question was not asked women under the age of 30. 

In the 1998 study, Hispanic women were far more likely to never have had a mammogram than others in the study.   This is still true in 2003, but the numbers are improving.  In the 2003 study, 41% of Hispanic women reported never having had a mammogram, compared to 72% in the 1998 study. 
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Among women over age 30, 58.5% say they have had a mammogram in the past year, with the largest group being those under the age of 40.  However, 40% of women aged 41 to 50 did not have a mammogram within the past year. Further, 59% of Hispanic women did not have a mammogram in the past year. 

Q.
Have you ever had a bone density scan for osteoporosis?

This question was only asked of those women over the age of 50. Of those responding, 52% reported that “yes” they had had a bone density scan for osteoporosis. Those most likely to report not having had a bone density scan are those who have lived in Hall County for less than 5 years (81%), Black women (76.5%), and Hispanics (75%), and those with less than a high school education (66%).


Q.
Have you ever had a prostate exam or PSA test?  

Among the men over age 50 responding, 82% report having had a prostate exam or PSA test. Those most likely to report never having had such an exam are Hispanics (67%) and those who earn less than $15,000 per year (60%).  

Q.
Have you ever had a colonoscopy?

This question was asked of both men and women, but only of those over the age of 50. Of those responding, 46% of the women and 35% of the men reported having had a colonoscopy. 

Among the women, those most likely to have never had a colonoscopy are those who are married (63%) with those children at home (85%). These patterns are similar among men, where 71% of those who are married report never having had a colonoscopy.  Indicative of poor health habits among some men, it is interesting to note that 83% of the men over 50 who use tobacco on a regular basis, also report never having had a colonoscopy.  Further, 72% of men over 50 who smoke have never had a prostate exam.

Q. 
Have you ever felt the need to access counseling services for mental or emotional health reasons?

Only 13.4% of those in the study reported feeling the need to access counseling services for these reasons. Those more likely to report needing such services are those who have experienced separation or divorce (26%). Women and those at mid-life (aged 41 to 50) are more likely to report needing such services than men or those in other age groupings. 

Q.
Have you ever had difficulty getting needed counseling services for 

any of the following reasons?

Only 13% of those in the survey reported difficulty getting needed care.  Lack of money is a primary reason, followed closely by issues of discomfort, confusion or embarrassment.

Primary Reasons For Lack Of Access To Mental Health Care

Lack of Money



17.9%

Lack of Insurance



  9.0%

Felt Uncomfortable Getting Help

  9.0%

Didn’t Know Where To Go


  7.5%

Felt Ashamed



  7.5%

Q.
Within the past year, have you used tobacco products on a regular basis?

Just over one in five in the study (22.8%) reported using tobacco on a regular basis.  This is significantly less than the 1998 study when almost one-third of respondents reported using tobacco on a regular basis. Those most likely to smoke are male (28.8%) and under the age of 50. 

As seen in the 1998 study, there is a relationship between education and tobacco use.  For example, 88% of those with bachelors degrees and 96% of those with graduate degrees report they do not use tobacco, while 26% of high school drop outs and 32% of those with high school diplomas only report they do. 

Tobacco use appears to be down among Hall County’s youngest adults.  In the 1998 survey, 54% of those 18-25 said they did not use tobacco at all.  The age groupings are different in 2003, but among those age 18-30, 70% say they use no tobacco.

Q.  
Within the past year, have you consumed more than three alcoholic beverages in a single day?


This question was designed to reveal a willingness to consume alcohol to the point of possible intoxication.  When asked about alcoholic beverage consumption, 16% of those in the survey said they have consumed more than three alcoholic beverages in a day. 83% of those responding said they have not.  

Those more highly educated are most likely to report consuming more than three alcoholic beverages in a single day.   For example, 25% of those with bachelors degrees and 21% of those with graduate degrees report consuming more than three alcoholic beverages in a single day, compared with only 5% of those with less than a high school education and 17% of those with a high school degree only.  

Higher income earners are also more likely to drink more than three alcoholic beverages in a single day--40% of those earning more than $90,000 per year reported doing so.  

Q.
Within the past year have you used marijuana?  Used a drug other than a prescription or over-the-counter drug?  Operated a vehicle after using alcohol or a drug?

A very small percentage (2%) reported using marijuana in the past year. By comparison, 7% reported using a drug other than a prescription or over-the-counter medication, and 6% reported consuming intoxicants prior to operating a vehicle. 

These are relatively small numbers of respondents reporting what are essentially illegal activities.  Taken at face value, these data could be good news, or they could mean some respondents were reluctant to admit to potentially illegal activity to an unknown interviewer. 

The results are somewhat similar to 1998, however, when 9.6 of those surveyed said someone in their family used illegal drugs in the past two years.
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An indicator of health in a community is whether people feel safe living in it.  The Healthy Hall Community Survey asked Hall Countians a series of questions about their experiences and observations related to crime, law enforcement and their personal feelings of safety and security.  

Summary Of Key Findings In This Section:

· Just over 5% report that they or someone in their household were victims of an act of violence in the past year.  Half of these violent acts occurred at home.

· 25% of Hall Countians worry about their family’s safety at home, a finding that is consistent across all income and education levels.

· More Hall Countians are concerned about safety while shopping than in any other place—36% say they worry about safety while shopping or at malls.

· Overall, 14% say they are aware of gang activity in their neighborhood.  However, 23% of Blacks responding say they are aware of gangs.  In a related finding, 40% of Black parents say they do not feel their children are safe when they go out to play.

· 28% of parents report a child who has been bullied at school.

· Among all parents, only 7.5% report they are worried about their children using drugs or alcohol.  Only 6% worry about their children using tobacco.

· 66% of parents said they have talked to their children about their views of drugs and alcohol.  

· 86% of Hall Countians believe police do a good job.  The approval rating is considerably lower among Blacks, however, where 65% said the police do a good job.

· Only 18% of Blacks responding, and 30% of Latinos reported they are completely confident they would be treated fairly by police if they were stopped on the street or accused of a crime.  This compares with 57% of Whites.

· Over 35% of Hall Countians believe it is a good idea to keep a loaded gun in the home.

Following are more detailed responses to questions about safety and security.

Q.
Have you personally ever witnessed a crime or act of violence?

Most Hall Countians (85%) have never witnessed a crime or act of violence. However, 15% have witnessed such an occurrence. 

An analysis of those who have witnessed a crime is interesting.  Those most likely to say that they have witnessed a crime or act of violence are older--41 to 50 (24%) and upper income--$75,000 and $90,000 per year (36%).  Further, those who report being separated or divorced (21%) are more likely to report having witnessed a crime or act of violence. 

There are few differences in responses between the races and those of varying educational levels. However, those who report using tobacco are twice as likely to have witnessed a crime or violence than those who do not use tobacco.  

Q.
Have you or anyone in your household been a victim of an act of violence in the past year?

When the question was personalized and respondents were asked if anyone in their family had been a victim of an act of violence, 5.6% said yes. Again, those most likely to respond affirmatively are those who are separated or divorced, and those who use tobacco.  As seen below, half of these reported acts of violence occurred in the home. 

Where Did These Acts Of Violence Occur?

At HomeHome




50.0%

In My Neighborhood


14.3%

At Work




  7.1%

At Mall/Shopping Area


  7.1%

N=28

Seventy percent of those reporting violence who are separated or divorced report it occurred at home.

Q.
Do you worry about your safety or your family’s safety at home? At work?

One fourth of respondents (25%) do worry about personal safety or their family’s safety while at home.  Those most likely to express worry are Latinos (33%) and those who have less than a high school education (38%). 

Fewer people are concerned about safety for themselves or their families while at work, though 17% say they do worry about safety there.  Though there is little significant variation in responses across the subgroups, it does appear that younger workers and workers with children at home worry more.  

Those who make more than $90,000 a year worry the least--only 6% of this group expressed concern. 

Q.
Do you worry about your safety or your family’s safety at school? In your neighborhood?  In public parks?

Concerns about personal and family safety are heightened when the subject of school, or neighborhoods and public parks are evaluated.  

Twenty-one percent of those surveyed said they do worry about safety at school.  Those most likely to express concern about school safety are under the age of 40, and therefore more likely to have children, and those with lesser education.  

Among the major ethnic groups, Hispanics are more than twice as likely to express concern about safety at school than their white counterparts (38% to 16%). Among Black respondents, 23% expressed concern about safety at school. 

Similar patterns occur when the topic of discussion is switched to the neighborhood, although concern expressed by Black respondents goes up considerably. When the subject is neighborhood safety, 35% of Blacks and 33% of Hispanics expressed fear about safety.

At shopping areas, concerns about safety go up once again. Over one-third of Hall County respondents (36%) say they worry about safety in these locations. Those expressing the most concern are younger respondents--46% of those age 18-30, 39% of those 31-40, and 42% of those 41-50 express concerns about safety at the mall and in shopping areas.  Among those with children, 43% are concerned about safety while shopping.  In addition, 48% of Hispanics, compared with 32% of Whites and Blacks worry about safety at shopping locations.  

Worry is less at public parks.  One-third (28%) worry about safety at public parks, with younger Hall Countians most likely to express concern.  Among those 18-30, 43% say they worry about safety at public parks. 

Black and Latino respondents are more likely to express concerns; 45% of Latino respondents and 35% of black respondents said they worry about safety at public parks. 
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Q.
Are you aware of any gang activity in your neighborhood?

While most Hall Countians are not aware of gang activity, 14% are. These are most likely to be younger respondents, those under the age of 50, and those who are either separated, divorced or living with an unmarried partner. 

Among racial groups, 23% of black respondents said they were aware of gang activity in their neighborhood, compared to 18% Hispanics and 12% of Whites.  Interestingly, those earning more than $90,000 a year and those earning less than $15,000 a year express about the same level of awareness of gang activity (11% and 12% respectively). 


Q. Do you feel that your child/children are safe when they go out of the home to play or to visit friends?

While most parents feel that their children are safe when they go out to play, many do not.  Four in 10 Black parents (40%) and 24% of Latino parents say they do not feel their children are safe.  Economic status, indicating lower income neighborhoods, is a factor here.  Thirty-eight percent of those earning between $15,000 and $25,000 annually feel their kids are not safe compared to just 12% of those at the highest income levels.

Q.
Has your child/children ever been bullied by another child?

Almost one in three parents (28%) report a child of theirs has been bullied.  

There is a potentially interesting pattern here related to education level.  Those with some college education are more likely to report bullying than those with degrees and those who did not finish high school.  For example, 54% of those with associates degrees and 43.5% of those with some college report that a child has been bullied. This compares to only 20% of those with college degrees and 16% of those who did not finish high school.

Black parents are more likely to report bullying (40%), than Whites (30%) and Latinos (22%).  

Q.
Do you worry that your children are using drugs or alcohol? Do you worry that your children are using tobacco products?


Substantially fewer parents worry that their children are using drugs, alcohol or tobacco than worry about issues of safety. Only 7.5% of parents in the survey worry that their children are using drugs and alcohol, and only 6% worry that their children are using tobacco. 

Upper income parents seem to be most confident that their children are free of drugs and alcohol. It is interesting to note, however, that there is somewhat less confidence about these issues among parents with graduate degrees versus those with bachelors or associates degrees. It should be noted that these better educated groups are more likely to report alcohol use themselves. 

Q.
Have you ever talked to your child/children about your views of drugs 

and alcohol?

Two thirds (66%) of parents in the study said that yes, they have talked with their children about their views of drugs and alcohol. Of the 29% who have not talked to their children, the highest percentages are younger parents, those under age 30, who are most likely to have younger children. However, 30% of those aged 31 to 40 say they have not talked to their children about their views of drugs and alcohol. 

Those who report that they are not active in the community are almost three times as likely to have not talked to their children about their views of drugs and alcohol (36% to 13%) than those who are active in community organizations. 

Q.
Have you ever talked to your child/children about your views of sexual

morality?

A slightly smaller percentage of parents (60%) have talked to their children about their views of sexual morality.  Those who have not talked to their children are more likely to be those who are not active in the community (41%) versus those who are active in the community (only 20%).

Q.
Do you believe the police do a good job of protecting you and your 

family?  

Most Hall Countians (86%) believe their police do a good job. Only 10% registered a negative opinion of police.  


Those most likely to endorse the police in their work are those with graduate degrees (98%) and those age 61-70 (98%). Those with the more negative view of police include those who are living with an unmarried partner (37.5%). Further, 26.5% of Black respondents report a negative response, compared with 10% of Latino respondents and 8% of White respondents. 

Q.
How confident are you that you would be treated fairly by police if you 

were stopped on the street or suspected of a crime? 

When asked how confident they are that they would be treated fairly by police if stopped on the street or suspected of a crime, 48% said that they would be totally confident and an additional 33% said they would be somewhat confident. Just less than 10% (9.4%) said they would be somewhat lacking in confidence and an additional 5% said they would be totally lacking in confidence. 

Those most likely to express complete confidence are older, over age 61, who have lived in the county for more than 20 years. Those most likely to express a lack of confidence are males, those under the age of 30, those living with an unmarried partner.

A significant percentage of Blacks and Latinos responding (38% and 22% respectively) said they would be somewhat or totally lacking in confidence if police stopped them. This compares with 10% of Whites in the survey.

Confidence In Police & Court System By Race

	
	WHITE
	BLACK
	LATINO

	Believe Police Do A Good Job Protecting
	90%
	65%
	82%

	Total Confidence In Fair Treatment By Police
	57%
	18%
	30%

	Total Confidence In Fair Treatment By Courts
	39%
	18%
	23%


Q.
How confident are you that you would be treated fairly by the court 

system if you were accused of a crime?

Similar levels of confidence and patterns of responses are applied to views of the court system.  Exactly one third (33.3%) said they would be totally confident and an additional 40.5% said somewhat confident. On the negative side, 12% said they would be somewhat lacking confidence and an additional 5% said they would be totally lacking confidence.  

Blacks and Latinos express similar levels of distrust in the court system, with 26.5% of each group expressing a partial or total lack of confidence.  This compares to 13% of whites responding.

Q.
Do you believe it is a good idea to keep a loaded gun in your home? 

While there is nothing illegal or sinister about keeping a loaded gun, a positive response to this question does indicate a concern about safety and the need to defend one’s self.  More than one third of Hall Countians (35.5%) believe it is a good idea to keep a loaded gun in the home. Those most likely to express this belief are male (49%), those who have never been married (47%), and those who live alone (45%).  

In addition, those with children at home are somewhat more likely than those without to think it is a good idea to have a loaded gun at home (41% compared to 27%).  
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In a healthy community, neighbors relate to one another and citizens feel a part and participate in community life.  The Healthy Hall Community Survey tried to measure attitudes about life in Hall County by asking questions about quality of life, community involvement and attitudes toward neighbors and government.  

Summary Of Key Findings In This Section:

· 84% rate the quality of life in Hall County as excellent or good.
· However, 30% would move from Hall County if they could.  This finding is driven largely by younger adults; 47% of those under 30 said they would like to move.
· 30% of Hall Countians reported serving as a volunteer in the past year, and 28% said they were active in a non-church group or club.
· 42% reported donating more than $100 to a non-church organization.
· 54% report attending worship services at least once a week.  Those aged 61-70 are almost twice as likely to participate in worship as those aged 18-30.
· 75% said they know their neighbors well enough to lend them $50 if they really needed it.
· Those aged 61-70 are three times more likely to report voting in the last national election that those aged 18-30.  Overall, 60% reported voting, a number consistent with November, 2002 turnout statistics.
· Most Hall Countians (75%) say they are well informed on local news, with a similar percentage citing local newspapers as their primary source of information.
· 34% of Hall Countians feel strongly that the community is diverse and accepting of all races, religions and lifestyles.  It is interesting that those who have lived in the county less than 5 years (many of them Latinos) are more likely to agree that the county is diverse and accepting of others than those who have lived here over 20 years.Q.
How would you rate the quality of life in Hall County? 


Hall County life is good according to 84% of those responding to the survey.  Just under a quarter of the respondents (24%) said life in Hall County is excellent.  

A significant percentage rate Hall County life as fair (14%) or poor (3%).   These with more negative views tend to be under 30, low wage earners and those without a full high school education.

Those most likely to express enthusiasm about life in Hall County are those with graduate degrees (55% say life is excellent) and those who earn more than $60,000 per year.  For contrast, 45% of those earning more than $90,000 per year say life in Hall County is excellent compared to just 13% earning between $15,000 and $25,000 per year.  

Among those who have lived in Hall County less than five years, 22.5% say life in the county is fair or poor.  This matches almost precisely the combined responses of Latinos, 23% of whom rate county life fair or poor.

Q.
Would you move away from Hall County if you could?

Influenced greatly by younger, lower income respondents, almost one-third (30%) in the study said they would move away from Hall County if they could.  The largest group expressing a desire to move are those aged 18-30 (47%) and 41-50 (41%).  The next largest group is those who are divorced or separated, 37% of whom would move if they could.

While newcomers to Hall are more likely to rate life in the county lower than long-term residents, there is no indication they are more inclined to leave.  Compared to the overall response of 30%, 29% of short-term residents said they would leave if they could.


Looking at the results by geographic area shows those in central Gainesville—40% of whom would move if they could--are the most likely in the county to express a desire to move.

Q.
Do you know your neighbors well enough that you would loan them $50 if they really needed it? 

Another measure of community connections taken by Healthy Hall in its 1998 survey of social capital is how willing residents would be to loan money to neighbors. In 1999, 66.5% of those surveyed said they would be willing to loan $50 to a neighbor who really needed it.  In this current survey, 75% said they would make such a loan.  This is an optimistic trend in light of a depressed economy in 2003.  Perhaps respondents sense a greater need in their neighborhoods today than in the relative economic boom of 1998.

Perhaps it is no surprise that those in the upper income levels are more likely to say they would make a loan.  Eighty-four percent of those earning more than $60,000 and 93% of those earning more than $75,000 said they would make the loan. This compares to 69% earning $15,000 to $25,000 and 74% of those earning $25,000 to $40,000.  Yet across the income spectrum these are results that indicate a trust and interest in neighbors.

Q.
Have you personally served as a volunteer in an organization in Hall County in the past year? 

About a third of Hall Countians surveyed (30%) said they personally served as a volunteer in the past year. Women are somewhat more likely than men to volunteer (33% compared to 24%) and those with higher levels of education and income are also more likely to volunteer. 

Those least likely to get involved as volunteers are those who have a high school education level or less, and those who have lived in the community less than five years. 

Q.
Are you an active member of any non-church related club, civic organization, hobby group or sports team in Hall County? 

Very similar percentages report being active in clubs or organizations. Slightly less than 30% (28%) report that they are active in a non-church group.  Those most likely to be active are those who report that their health is either excellent (37%) or very good (31%).  

Here again length of time in the community and education are predictors of involvement  -- 83% of those who have lived in Hall County less than 5 years say that they are not active in any non-church group.  Just over half (52%) with those of bachelor's degrees report being active in non-church groups, versus only 17% of those with high school diplomas only.  

Among the major ethnic groups, Latinos are the least connected to non-church organizations. 

Q.
Have you donated more than $100 to a non-church related organization in the community in the past year?


A willingness to contribute funds is an indicator of genuine support for community work.  Those donating more than $100 equaled 42% of the survey.  Those most likely to donate are higher income earners and are more highly educated.

For example, 72% of those earning more than $90,000 per year have donated more than $100 to a non-church organization. This compares with 49% earning between $40,000 to $60,000 per year.  Of those with bachelor's degrees, 61% donated more than $100, compared to 29% of high school graduates. 

Age is something of a determinant of generosity to non-church groups. Fifty-three percent of those aged 51-60 said that they donated more than $100 to a non-church organization, compared with 41% of those aged 61-70 and 26.5% of those aged 18-30.  

Measures Of Community Involvement

Willing To Loan Neighbor $50

75% Said Yes

Personally Volunteer In Community

30% 

Active In Community Organization

28% 

Donated $100 To Non-Church Group
42%

Attend Worship At Least Weekly

54%

Q.
On average, how often do you attend worship services? 

Hall Countians appear to participate in worship services at a level consistent with Bible Belt averages. According to the Barna research group, 50% of southerners attend worship services once a week.  In the Healthy Hall Survey, 54% of respondents reported attending church services at least once a week. In addition, 18% attend worship services occasionally, or about once per month.

There are significant differences in worship participation between men and women and young and old.  Sixty percent of women attend church weekly compared to 45.5% of men.  While 41% of those age 18-30 report regular worship attendance, 64% of those aged 61 to 70 and 74% of those over age 70 do.  Those who have lived in Hall County for more than 20 years are most active in worship, as are those with graduate degrees (72%) and Blacks (71%). Q.
Did you vote in the election of November 2002? 

Six of 10 (60%) reported voting in the last national election, which was held in November 2002.  This is virtually the same as the 58.5% who reported voting in the 1998 social capital survey conducted by Healthy Hall. 

According to the Healthy Hall survey, those aged 61 to 70 are three times more likely to vote than those 18 to 30—76% to 23%.  Those who have lived in Hall County for more than 20 years are about twice as likely to vote than those who have lived in the county for less than 5 years, 69% to 35%.   

Education and income levels are also indicators of voting activity.  Eighty-seven percent of those with bachelor’s degrees reported voting, compared to 45% of those with high school diplomas only and 22% of those with no high school diploma.  Meanwhile, 86% of those earning between $75,000 and $90,000 per year voted, twice the percentage of those earning $15,000 to $25,000 (23%).  

Among those who reported being active as volunteers in the community, 74% voted compared to 54% of those who say they are not active. 

Among the major ethnic groups, 71% of Whites reported voting, compared to 50% of Blacks and 23.5% of Latinos.

Q.
Do you feel you are well informed on Hall County and Gainesville area news?

Three quarters of those surveyed (74.7%) say they are well informed on Hall County and Gainesville area news. When asked how they get their information, 74% sited the local newspaper. According to the survey, people appear to feel more informed as they age, which corresponds with newspaper readership.  Eighty-one percent of those aged 61-70 say they are well informed and 85% of the same group read the local newspaper. Among those age 31-40, 66% say they are well informed and 66% read the local newspaper. 

By comparison, 20% get local information from the Internet. Though Internet use is highest among those 18-40 the survey indicates that all age demographics up to age 60 use the Internet at about the same level.  Internet use for local information falls off considerably at age 61, the same age at which television almost doubles as a source for local information.  Of those aged 61-70, 52% say they get local information from television compared with 22% of those 31 to 40.

Q.
Do you feel that you have access to adequate transportation to get to the places that you want to go? 

A key indicator to how connected people feel within the community is whether they have the freedom and ability to get where they want to go.  The survey indicates that 85% of Hall Countians do feel they have access to adequate transportation. Of the 12% who do not, these are most likely to be lower income or in black or Hispanic households. Twenty-seven percent of Blacks and 21% of Hispanics do not feel that they have adequate access to transportation.

There does not appear to be significant differences between the age categories; 14.5% of those over age 70 do not feel they have access to adequate transportation compared with 14.5% of those 18-30 and 11.5% of those 31-40.  

Among those separated or divorced, 20% feel they do not have adequate access to transportation.  

Q.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Hall County is a diverse community that is accepting of all persons regarding of race, religion, or lifestyle. 

A little over a third of Hall Countians (34%) strongly agree with this statement and an additional 45.5% somewhat agree.  A total of 12% somewhat disagree, while 6% strongly disagree. It is interesting that among Black respondents to the survey, there is broad, almost equally divided differences in opinion--26.5% of black respondents strongly agree with the statement while 21% strongly disagree.  

It is also interesting that those who have been in the county less than five years, who perhaps would be most sensitive to attitudes of acceptance, are slightly more likely to agree with this statement than those who have lived in Hall County more than 20 years.

Q.
How many people living in Hall County would you say are your close 

friends?  Of your close friends, how many of them are from racial or 

ethnic backgrounds different than yours?

In the Healthy Hall sample, 56.5% said they have more than 10 close friends, while only 4% said they have no close friends.   An additional 15% reported that they have between 6-10 close friends.


It seems that the longer one lives in Hall County, the more close friends one is likely to have.  Of those over age 70, 68% reported having more than 10 close friends, compared with 43% of those 18-30.  It is notable that those in the survey who have lost a spouse to death are most likely to report many close friends--69% of those widowed say they have more than 10 close friends, compared with 59% of those who are married and 45% of those never married.  

In what may be a new incentive to stop smoking, 60% of those who never use tobacco report having 10 or more close friends compared with 44% of tobacco users.  

However, the most significant factor in the number of friends one has may be level of involvement in the community.  Among those who are active and volunteer 70% have 10-plus friends, compared to 51% of those who are not active. 

The proof that a community accepts racial and cultural diversity may lie in whether or not people build close friendships across racial lines.  When asked how many of their close friends were from racial or different ethnic backgrounds, 34.5% said none. However, almost one-quarter of Hall Countians (24%) report having between three and five friends from a different racial or ethnic background. 

Those aged 31 to 50 are most likely to report having friends from other ethnic groups. Further, those in middle to upper-middle income groups, $60,000 to $90,000 per year, are more likely to report friends from other ethnic backgrounds.  Work is a factor in these friendships; 80% of those who are employed report having one or two friends from differing ethnic backgrounds, versus only 11% of those who are not employed. 


These findings complement the findings of focus groups, where older participants expressed the most negative findings about race relationships.  Younger focus groups participants were far less likely to see the impact of racism, though many of them reported young people of different races tend to remain separated at school.

The southeast areas of Gainesville (Chicopee/Candler) are areas where residents are most likely to report friends of different racial backgrounds.  Over half (51%) of those from these areas in the survey report they have three or more close friends of different races.

Q.
Are you familiar with 2-1-1?

The 2-1-1 service operated by the United Way of Hall County is a tool for connecting individuals with essential support services throughout the county.  It also connects people who want to volunteer with opportunities to serve. According to the survey, only about one-third (32.5%) are familiar with the service.

Those most likely to be aware of 2-1-1 are the very youngest and very oldest.  Of those 18 to 30, 40% are familiar with 2-1-1, and among those over 70, 42% express familiarity.

2-1-1 awareness is highest among those with graduate degrees (51% are aware) and lowest among those in lower middle income range (18%).

Q.
Do you feel that you have adequate access to parks and public recreational facilities? 

Increased access to parks does not appear to be a major issue among the Healthy Hall survey group. In fact, 89% feel they have adequate access now.  This is markedly higher than Healthy Hall 1998, when 63% said there were adequate parks.

Of the 11% who feel they do not have adequate access to parks or recreational facilities, 35% said they would be willing to pay additional taxes for more parks and recreational opportunities.  However, 56% said they would not be willing to pay additional taxes for more parks.

This finding is contradicted in part by the focus group findings, where youth and those representing ethnic minorities complained about lack of access to parks.  One factor explaining the differences may be transportation.  Adults queried in the Healthy Hall survey are likely to drive or have access to adequate transportation (see page 48).  Many of those participating in the focus groups—youth, elderly and Latino—have less access to transportation.
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Optimism and positive expectations for the future are essential elements in a healthy community.  Good times may come and go, but the expectations of something better in the future fuels a community’s desire to work, grow, build and nurture.

To assess confidence in the future among Hall Countians, the Healthy Hall survey posed a series of questions related to education, government, employment, and quality of life.  

Summary Of Key Findings In This Section:

· Hall Countians appear to be generally happy.  91% are confident about the future at least some of the time.  93% feel calm and peaceful, at least some of the time.  10% say they are afraid or nervous about their futures most of the time.

· 20% believe local public schools are doing an excellent job preparing children for the future.  Another 55% said the schools are doing a somewhat good job.

· 52% believe their elected officials are working to make Hall County a better place.  Long-term Hall residents are less likely to feel this way, however, than those who have lived in Hall less than 5 years.

· 60% are confident their jobs are secure, at least for the next year.  Those with lower levels of education, however, are far less confident about the future of their jobs.

· 73% of those working feel they have opportunities to advance in their jobs.

· Most workers in Hall County (92.5%) say they are happy in their jobs, significantly higher than workers across the country.

· More Hall Countians are concerned about water and air quality now than in 1998.  34% said water was clean five years ago, compared to 27% now.  38% said air quality was very clean five years ago compared with 25% in 2003.

Q.
How important is education to success?  What kind of job are schools 

doing to prepare children for the future?

Almost all Hall Countians believe that education is an important factor contributing to future success. In fact, 92% of those surveyed said education is very important and an additional 7% said it is somewhat important.  Less than 1% of those surveyed said that education is unimportant to future success.

When asked what kind of job schools are doing to prepare children for the future, 20% said an excellent job.   Just over half (54.5%) said the schools are doing a somewhat good job, followed by 8% who say a somewhat bad job and 4% that say poor. Thirteen percent of those surveyed said they did not know how to respond.

Those most likely to be enthusiastic about the jobs schools are doing are those who have less than a high school education themselves--25% of those without high school diplomas feel that schools do an excellent job, compared with 13% of those who have a bachelors degree.

Among African-Americans in the survey, 41% said the schools are doing an excellent job compared to 25.5% of Latinos and only 16% of Whites. 

Q.
Do you agree or disagree with this statement--our elected officials are working to make the community a better place.

This question, intended to measure confidence and/or cynicism in local government, shows some ambivalence.  While 52% somewhat agree with this statement, only one in five Hall Countians (19%) strongly agree. 

Males are substantially less likely to agree with this statement than females--29% of men said they either somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with this statement, compared with just 15% of females.

Those who have lived in the county less than five years are a little more likely to express a positive view of local government than those who have lived in Hall 20 years or more.  Those with graduate degrees are local government’s biggest boosters—30% say they strongly agree with the statement, while another 59% somewhat agree.  Those expressing the most negative appraisals are those with some college study and those with high school diplomas only.

While there are not substantial geographic differences in how Hall Countians respond to this question about their leaders, some interesting variations occur.  Those living within the Gainesville city limits are somewhat less likely to agree with this statement about their elected officials.  Those in the rural areas of North and East Hall County are somewhat more likely to agree.  

Those in the southern part of the county are slightly more negative in their response than their neighbors to the north, but not as negative as those in Gainesville proper.  A focus group in South Hall (see next section) provides some additional insight.  The group expressed high satisfaction with law county enforcement, but voiced significant concerns over road construction, crowded schools and other infrastructure inadequacies.

Q.
Are you employed? Are you employed in Hall County?

Two thirds of the Healthy Hall sample (64%) are employed. Those who are not tend to be over age 61 and likely in their retirement years.  Some who are not working are disabled (18%).  Seven percent say they are not working because they are either laid off or between jobs.


The majority of those working—74%-- are employed within Hall County. Those most likely to be working outside of Hall County are those who have lived here in the county for less than 5 years; 45% of these newcomers work elsewhere. 

Q.
How confident are you that your job is secure, at least for the next year? 

Most working adults in the survey (60%) are very confident that their job is secure, at least for the year ahead. In addition, 26% of those responding said they are somewhat confident about the future of their job.  

Those most likely to express a lack of confidence are younger workers. For example, 19% of those under age 30 say they are somewhat unconfident or not at all confident about their job in the year ahead. 

There is certainly a relationship between educational level and confidence on the job. Among those with bachelors degrees 83% say they are confident their jobs are secure.  Further, 79% of those with graduate degrees express such confidence.  However, just 40% of those working without a high school diploma, and 46% of those with a high school diploma only express confidence their jobs are secure. 

Q.
Do you feel that you are adequately skilled/prepared to perform your job well?  Do you feel that you are adequately skilled/prepared to advance in your job?

According to the survey, virtually all working adults – 97% of those surveyed – believe they are adequately skilled and prepared to perform their job well. This confidence exists across the board, with all demographic groups reporting equally optimistic responses. 

However, respondents are slightly less optimistic when asked if they are skilled or prepared to advance in their jobs.  While overall 84% said they do feel adequately prepared to advance, older workers and those with less education expressed diminished optimism. For example, only 74% of workers 51-60 feel they are adequately prepared to advance compared with 91% of workers under 40.  

Again, education is a factor in confidence on the job.  Among high school dropouts 75% say they are adequately prepared to advance in their jobs.  However, 88% of high school graduates, and 87% of those with associate's degrees or bachelors degrees express such optimism.  

Attitudes Among Hall County Workers

Those Expressing Confidence Their Job Is Secure


86%

Those Who Feel They Are Adequately Prepared For Their Job

97%


Those Who Feel Adequately Prepared To Advance In Job

84%


Those Who Feel They Have Opportunities To Advance

73%


Those Who Say They Are Happy At Work



93%
Q.
Do you feel that you have opportunities to advance in your job?

Of course, much of the motivation to prepare to advance on the job comes from feeling that one has legitimate opportunities for advancement.  Among workers responding to the Healthy Hall survey, 73% feel they have opportunities to advance in their jobs, compared with 23% who do not.  

Older workers, those over age 51, are less likely than their younger counterparts to feel that they have opportunities to advance. For example, 65% of 51-60 year olds and 42% of those 61-70 feel they have opportunities to advance, compared to 80% of those age 18-30 and 78% of those age 31-40.  

While the significance is uncertain, it is interesting to note that those who are overweight are less likely to feel they have opportunities to advance.  Of those who say they are overweight, 64% believe they have opportunities to advance on the job, compared with 80% among those who feel that their weight is about right.

Q.
Are you happy in your job?

Hall County workers are apparently a happy lot, with 92.5% saying that yes, they are happy in their jobs. Only 7% said they are not happy.  Those most likely to say they are not happy on the job are those with a high school diploma only and Blacks.  Among African-American workers in the study, 25% say they are not happy in their jobs. 

Q.
How do you rate the air quality in Hall County? How do you rate the water quality in Hall County?

Evaluations of air quality are down somewhat compared to the Healthy Hall Survey of 1998. Four years ago, 37.5% of Hall Countians said air quality was very clean.  This compares with only 25% who said very clean in the 2003 survey.  

In 1998, 34% of respondents said water quality was very clean.  In 2003, 27% said very clean. 

The most significant changes in attitudes from 1998 to 2003 occur within those people who feel air and water are somewhat clean as opposed to very clean. In 1998, for example, 31% of Hall Countians said air quality somewhat clean and 29% said that water quality was somewhat clean. In 2003 those saying somewhat clean rose to 54% for air quality and 47% for water quality.  

At the same time, significantly fewer respondents said air and water are very polluted.  In 1998, 14% said air was very polluted and 18% said water was very polluted.  In 2003, only 3% said air is very polluted while 6% said water is very polluted.  These differences may indicate increased uncertainty in the county over the status of air and water quality. 

The only significant variations in attitudes about air and water appear to be between men and women.  Men are twice as likely as women to rate air quality very clean. Older Hall Countians, over age 70, are also more likely to rate air and water as very clean. 

Looking at results geographically, those most likely to say the air is polluted live in the area of southeast Gainesville along Highway 129 (zip code 30507).

Those more likely to say water is polluted live in the Flowery Branch/South Hall area and in Murrayville, located in the northwest part of the county.  

The findings for south Hall and water quality are supported by the South Hall focus group, were lake water quality and wastewater treatment were cited as major issues.

Q.
Within the past 4 weeks have you felt afraid/nervous about your future?

This question was intended to measure personal confidence in the future. Ten percent said they are nervous about the future most of the time, and an additional 25% said they are afraid or nervous about the future some of the time.   Almost two-thirds of those surveyed (64.5%) said that they are almost never afraid or nervous about their futures.

This response is very similar to results of the 1998 Healthy Hall survey, when 8% said they were nervous all or most of the time and an additional 24% said some of the time.

Marriage may be therapeutic for nervousness.  While 8% of married respondents say they feel nervous most of the time, 18% of those divorced or separated, and 19% of those living with an unmarried partner feel this way.  Money is also a factor—18% of the lowest wage earners feel nervous most of the time, compared to just 2% of those earning more than $90,000 annually.

Q.
Within the past 4 weeks have you ever felt so down in the dumps that nothing could cheer you up?

Most in the survey--78%--never feel this way.  However, 21% do feel down 

in the dumps, at least some of the time. This is similar to, but slightly improved over, the 1998 Healthy Hall study when 31% of respondents said they feel down in the dumps most or some of the time. 

Those most likely to feel depressed are, perhaps not surprisingly, those who are separated or divorced, and those whose state of health is fair or poor. Those who lack a high school degree and who earn less than $25,000 per year are also more likely to feel depressed.  Among the best educated Hall Countians, more than 92% say they never feel down in the dumps.

Q.
Within the past 4 weeks have you felt calm and peaceful?

Age and health seem to be major factors in whether one feels calm and peaceful.  While overall 70% said they feel this way most of the time, 81% of those over 70 do.  Further, 76% of those with excellent health feel this way, compared to just 61% of those who say their health is fair or poor.  

Response to this question also appears to trend favorably to the 1998 study, when only 44% said they felt calm and peaceful most or all of the time.

Q.
Within the past 4 weeks have you felt happy and confident about the future?

Most Hall Countians (66%) say they do feel happy and confident about the future most of the time. 

Education and marital status are significant indicators of confidence in the future. For example, 18% of those lacking high school degrees say that they almost never feel happy and confident about the future. This compares with only 3% of those who have a college degree. 

Among those who are married, 70% say that they are happy and confident most of the time, compared with 62.5% of those who live with unmarried partners and 47% of those who have never married. 

A Barometer Of Hall County Emotions and Attitudes

	In the past 4 weeks have you been . . .
	Most Of Time
	Some Of The Time
	Almost Never

	Afraid/Nervous About Future?
	10%
	25%
	65%

	So Down In Dumps Nothing Can Cheer You?
	7%
	14%
	78%

	Calm and Peaceful?
	70%
	23%
	6%

	Happy and Confident About The Future?
	66%
	25%
	7%


Q.
In your opinion, what are the most important issues facing people in our community?

Responses to this open-ended question are quite diverse, but it is clear that economics and crime are major concerns for many Hall Countians (see chart on following page).

Of the 459 responses to this question, the largest number (72 or 16% of those responding) cited the struggling economy and the need for jobs.  This seems to parallel the national mood in 2003 and also complements almost precisely the 14% in the survey who did not believe their job to be secure for the next year.  The next most cited issues are related—crime and gangs.  In fact, many of the priority issues are related: immigration and population; morality, crime and substance abuse; traffic and infrastructure.

Priorities have changed somewhat since the Healthy Hall survey in 1998, when pollution and environmental concerns topped the list for this question.  Population growth was the second most frequently cited concern followed, as in 2003, by gangs and immigration.
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Overview of Hall County


From 2003 Census





Total Population	           139,277


Total Children Under 18	 37,517


Total Children Under 5	 11,417


Total Over Age 65		 13,067


Median Age Of County	     32.2





Total Households		 47,381


Median Household Income   $44,908


Families Below Poverty	   3,070


Female Only Parent Families    1,112 


    Below Poverty Level


Percent of Children Living	  15.2% 


    Below Poverty Level








Percent White Population*	  80.8%


Percent Black Population*          7.3%


Percent Hispanic Population*	  19.6%


Other Ethnic Origin*		    2.4%





*exceeds 100%; some select more


 than one race on census





According to the National


Center of Health Statistics,


10.7% of all Southerners


assess their health as either


fair or poor.  By


comparison, only 8% of Hall


County residents describe their health this way.























The Percentage Of All Adults


Who Say Their Health Is


Fair Or Poor Who Are . . .





     Over Age 65		27%


     Poor			21%


     Near Poor			15%


     Not Poor			  6%


     Poor & Black		25%


     Poor & Latino		19%


     Poor & White     		20%


	





Source:  NCHS National Health Survey,


	  2000








18.4% of all Southern adults have not seen a doctor in 12 months.  This is only slightly higher than Hall County, where the percentage is 16.4.  Nationally, those least likely to have seen a doctor in the past year are low income and Latino —32%.





In Hall County, 27.5% of Latino adults have not seen a doctor in the 


past year.





Source:  NCHS National Health Survey, 2000				

















Insurance Makes A


Difference In Access To Care





Persons Who Needed Care, But Did Not Get It





        Uninsured		20%


        Insured			  3%





Who Skipped Recommended


Treatments Or Care





        Uninsured		39%


        Insured			13%





Who Did Not Fill A Prescription





        Uninsured		30%


        Insured			12%





Source: Kasier Family Foundation, 2000














Percentage Of Adults Reporting Seeing A Dentist In Past Year








     All Adults 18-64	       65.3%


     Latino Adults	       60.4%


     Black Adults	       57.2%


     White Adults	       69.4%	


     Southern Adults	       59.9%





Source: NCHS National Health Survey, 2000





Those without health insurance can be divided into two groups—the point-in-time uninsured who may be between coverage and the chronically, or long-term, uninsured.  





Estimates of coverage for the North Georgia Health District (District 2), which includes Hall County, indicate total uninsured in 2002 was 17.3% district wide, while 11.8% were chronically uninsured.





Source: Georgia State University





A study of Hall County consumers conducted by Northeast Georgia Health System in 2001 showed 11% without health insurance at that time.





Source: Northeast Georgia Health System Planning Department





The Number Of Annual Visits To Northeast Georgia Medical Center Emergency Rooms:





83,080





The Number Of Annual Visits To QuickCare:





23,417





Source:  Northeast Georgia


Medical Center





The Number Of Annual Visits To Good News Health Center:





11,403





Number Of Annual Visits To MedLink:





7,184





Annual Number Of Primary Care Visits To Hall County Health Department:





6,465

















According to the 2000 Census, there are 5,519 children under age 18 who are in families living below the poverty level in Hall County. Total Hall County PeachCare enrollment is 6,345. 





Sources:  US Census Bureau;


Hall County Health Department





The Number Of Children Treated In 2002 By Northeast Georgia Medical Center Emergency Physicians:





21,924





Which Represents 28% Of All ER Patients





Source:  Northeast Georgia


Medical Center

















Nationwide, 6% of children under the age of six, and 15% of children aged 6 to 17, do not have health insurance coverage.





Source:  Medicaid SCHIP Data, 2002








There are 60 dentists, orthodontists, periodonists, and oral surgeons in practice in Hall County, which is a ratio of about one for every 2,300 Hall Countians.





Source:  Georgia Dental Association




















Percentages Of All Children Seeing A Dentist In Past Year





   All Children 2-17	  74.1%


   Latino Children	  60.4%


   Black Children	  70.0%


   White Children	  75.8%


   Children In South	  69.6%


   Hall County	  68.4%





Source: NCHS, National Health Survey, 2000





Percent of Adults Nationwide


Whose Weight Is Healthy:





All Adults:	33.5%


	All Males	31.8%


	All Females	35.3%





Percent of Overweight Adults Nationwide:





	All Adults	64.5%


	All Males	67.0%


	All Females	62.0%





Adults With Cholesterol Levels Above 200:





    All Adults		18.0%


    White Males	18.2%


    Black Males	10.6%


    Latino Males	17.8%


    White Females	19.4%


    Black Females	16.5%


    Latino Females	13.1%


    Hall Countians	22.0%





Note:  Cholesterol levels above 200


are considered an elevated risk for cardiovascular disease.





Source: NCHS National Health Survey, 2000








Percentage of Adults Nationwide Who Participate In Levels of Activity:





High Levels of Activity   21.3%


Medium High Levels      23.3%


Medium Levels	      33.2%


Low Levels		      15.0%


No Activity At All	        7.3%





Source: NCHS National Health Survey, 2000








Insurance Makes A


Difference In Access To Care





Americans Who Had Problems Getting Needed Mental Health Care





        Uninsured		13%


        Insured			  4%





Source: Kasier Family Foundation, 2000














Though smoking among adults has declined substantially since the first Surgeon General’s report in 1964, the rate of decline has slowed down.  Nationwide, 25% of men and 21% of women smoke.





12% of pregnant women report smoking during their pregnancy.





Source:  National Center for Health Statistics, Health, United States, 2002











Percent Of Hall County 10th Graders Who 





     Smoke Daily	     10%


     Smoke Pot	     36%


     Use Illegal Drugs     18%


     Huff or Sniff	       5%


     Drink Beer or Wine  65%


     Drink Liquor	     39%





Percent Of Hall County 10th Graders Who Think . . .


Is “Safe” Or “Pretty Safe”





     Smoking		        6%


     Smoking Pot	      20%


     Using Illegal Drugs     5%


     Huffing or Sniffing       4%


     Drinking Beer/Wine  21%


     Drinking Liquor	      14%





Source: Survey of 146 10th Graders,


Hall County Safe & Drug-Free Schools Assessment, 2003











Nationwide, 6.6% of students have had sexual intercourse before age 13.  By the time teens enter the 11th grade, 51.9% are sexually active.





Source:  CDC, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System,  2001











In 1998, 26% reported keeping a gun at home;


29% reported keeping a gun in 1999.





Sources:  1998 Healthy Hall Survey


Social Capital Survey of Hall Co.





The percent of Hall County residents who say they would move if they could, has grown since 1999, when 25.5% said they would leave the county.





Source:  Healthy Hall Social Capital Survey, 1998











More Hall Countians are willing to loan to neighbors in 2003 than in 1999—75% now versus 66.5% then.





Source:  Healthy Hall Social Capital Survey, 1998














Voting among younger Hall voters may have been less in 2002 than in 1998.  A 1999 survey found 41.3% of 18-34 year olds voted in the previous election.  In the 2003 survey 26.5% of 18-30 year olds voted the previous November.





However, 50.6% of those age 31-40 voted in 2002.





Source:  Healthy Hall Social Capital Survey, 1998 & Community Assessment, 2003











A huge majority of Hall residents—94.5%--say they are willing to participate in projects promoting social good, though, as seen in 2003, only 30% actually do.





Source:  Healthy Hall Social Capital Survey, 1998 & Community Assessment, 2003








89% of Hall Countians who volunteer donate to the organizations they work for, however, most of the gifts are less than $100.





Source:  Healthy Hall Social Capital Survey, 1998








Apparently gang activity has spread very little since the 1998 Healthy Hall survey, when 13% were aware of activity in their neighborhoods, 


compared with 14% today.





Source:  Healthy Hall 1998 & 2003


Community Assessments











In 1998, 44% of Hall County’s Black residents, and 42% of Hispanics said Hall County was very racist.  Attitudes may be changing somewhat as today, 35% of Blacks and 21% of Hispanics disagree with this statement.





Source:  Healthy Hall Community Assessments, 1998 & 2003











An average or 443 calls per month come in to 211.





Source:  United Way of Hall County











Of the 105,772 Hall Countians over age 16, 65.5% are in the work force.





Source:  US Census Bureau, 2003











July, 2003 Unemployment Rate In Georgia:





5.2%





July, 2003 Unemployment Rate For North Georgia Mountain Region (Which Includes Hall):





4.3%





Source:  Georgia Department of Labor











Childhood injuries in Hall County declined 11% from 2002 to 2003.





Source: Gainesville/Hall County SAFE KIDS Coalition





24% of American parents say they fear for their child’s safety at school.  In Hall County, 21% do.





Source:  Gallup Poll, 2003;


Healthy Hall, 2003











Only 5% of Americans believe  public schools do a ‘very good’ job.  In Hall County, 20% believe the schools do an ‘excellent’ job.  Nationally, 10% say schools do a ‘very bad’ job.  In Hall, only 4% feel that way.





Sources:  CBS News/NY Times, 2003;


Healthy Hall, 2003











Nationally, 76% of workers are at least somewhat satisfied that their employers provide opportunities to improve job skills





Source: Gallup Poll, 2002











86% of workers nationwide are either very satisfied or somewhat satisfied with their work.  Only 5% are not satisfied at all.





Source: Gallup Poll, 2002











Crime was among the lowest priority issues cited in the 1998 Healthy Hall survey.  Only 2.4% of those responding  in 1998 said crime was their top concern, compared with 13.5% in 2003.





Most Important Issues From


1998 Survey:





Pollution/environment


Population growth


Gangs


Immigration growth


Health care costs


Substance abuse


Traffic


Crime





Source: Healthy Hall





Order is based on total number of persons citing each issue.  Some cited more than one priority.





As of September 2003, there were 391 physicians practicing in Hall County, approximately one for every 358 people.























Approximately 10,000 individuals contributed locally to the United Way last year, with an average gift of $150.





Source:  United Way of Hall County




















Breast Cancer Rates Per 100,000 Population





   Hall County      	115.1


   Georgia		121.9





Source: Georgia Center for


Cancer Statistics





Cervical Cancer Rates Per 100,000 Population





   Hall County      	 15.5


   Georgia		 10.1





Source: Georgia Center for


Cancer Statistics





Prostate Cancer Rates Per 100,000 Population





   Hall County      	164.4


   Georgia		133.7





Source: Georgia Center for


Cancer Statistics





Colon & Rectal Cancer Rates Per 100,000 Population





   Hall County      	 50.4


   Georgia		 50.0


   Hall (Males Only)	 65.2


   Georgia Males       59.9


   Hall (Females)	 41.6   


   Georgia Females	 43.3





Source: Georgia Center for


Cancer Statistics





Hall Countians Who Say They Have Close Friends From Racial Or Ethnic Backgrounds Different Than Their Own:








 Among White Adults 	60%


 Among Black Adults	53%


 Among Latino Adults	49%


 


 Those Age 18-30		57%


 Those Age 41-50		65%


 Those Over 70		38%





Source:  Healthy Hall Community Assessment, 2003





The Top 3 Reasons People In Hall County Call 2-1-1:





To request financial assistance.


To request information about housing.


To request general community information





Source:  United Way of Hall County











Complementary or alternative medicine is defined as any treatment that is outside the traditional practice of medicine.





Treatments like acupuncture, massage and natural remedies  are examples of complementary therapies.  





Live Births To Teenagers In Hall County In 2002





   Age 10 to 14	10 Births


   Age 15 to 17       133 Births


   Age 18 to 19       245 Births





Source: Georgia Department of


Human Resources Division of


Public Health





For information on mental health services available in Hall County contact Laurelwood at 770-531-3800.





33.2 % of Georgians under age 65 have no health insurance.





In addition, 57.5% of Georgians under 65 were without insurance for at least six months from 2001--2002





Source:  US Census Bureau
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